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November 21, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
K-12 School District Representative: 
 
We are pleased to provide you with The SD K-12 Tobacco Prevention Toolkit.  It was developed 
to provide K-12 school districts with information about tobacco prevention activities, policies, 
and curriculum. Tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death in South Dakota. 
More deaths are caused each year by tobacco use than by human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV), illegal drug use, alcohol use, motor vehicle injuries, suicides, and murders combined. 
 
The toll of tobacco use on our youth in South Dakota is devastating –  23.1 percent of South 
Dakota high school students smoke, which accounts for 10,700 youth. This rate is higher than 
the national average of 19.5 percent.  Furthermore, 1,000 youth under the age of 18 become 
daily smokers each year. 
 
The need for evidence-based initiatives to prevent young people from using tobacco is 
imperative.  As educators and health professionals we are committed to supporting school 
districts in adopting a tobacco-free buildings and grounds policy, utilizing tobacco prevention 
curriculum, and implementing evidence-based tobacco prevention activities.  The SD K-12 
Tobacco Prevention Toolkit is a concise and helpful resource for addressing these needs.   
 
Thank you for your support in making tobacco prevention an important mission at your school 
district. 
 
Respectfully, 

                                                  
Doneen Hollingsworth                     Melody Schopp 
Department Secretary            Department Secretary 
SD Department of Health           SD Department of Education 
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PROLOGUE

This toolkit provides the rationale and the evidence to help you understand the need  

for comprehensive, multi-component interventions that are effective at reducing tobacco 

use. To help you implement these interventions, we have provided an abundance of ideas. 

But as educators, you more than anyone understand that knowledge is not enough –  

there must be action and commitment. We hope that this resource will give you the tools  

you need as well as the energy, enthusiasm and incentives to go into your schools and tackle 

this deadly epidemic that kills more than 3 people every day – or over a thousand people  

a year – in South Dakota. You have the power to prevent the premature deaths of 18,000 

South Dakotans now under 18 and alive in South Dakota – kids who will ultimately die 

prematurely from smoking. You can make a difference by implementing and enforcing  

strong tobacco-free school policies, engaging youth in the development of these policies 

and making it easy for all tobacco users to quit. You can save lives.

“ We have ample evidence…but knowledge is not enough. We must also have commitment –   

the commitment to sustain comprehensive programs, to give our young people another perspective  

on tobacco, to create an environment that makes it harder for youth to smoke, to make cessation  

services accessible and affordable. It is within our grasp to make the next generation tobacco-free  

if we have the will to do so.”
       – Howard Koh 
          Assistant Secretary for Health 
          U.S. Department of Health  
          and Human Services
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